
What makes God Smile?

“Smile on me, your servant; teach me the right way to live. (Psalm 119:135)

Since pleasing God is the first purpose of your life, your most important task is to

discover how to do that. The Bible says, “Figure out what will please Christ, and then do

it.” Fortunately, the Bible gives us a clear example of a life that gives pleasure to God.

The man’s name was Noah. In Noah’s day, the entire world had become morally

bankrupt.

Everyone lived for their own pleasure, not God’s. God couldn’t find anyone on earth

interested in pleasing him, so he was grieved and regretted making man. God became

so disgusted with the human race that he considered wiping it out. But there was a man

who made God smile. The Bible says, “Noah was a pleasure to the Lord.” God said,

“This guy brings me pleasure. He makes me smile. I will start over with his family.

Because Noah brought pleasure to God, you and I are alive today. From his life we

learn the five acts of worship that makes God smile.

1. God smiles when we love him supremely. God wants most from you is an intimate

relationship with him. It’s the most astounding truth in the universe—that our creator

wants to fellowship with us. God made you to love you and he longs for you to love him

back. He says, “I don’t want your sacrifices---I want your love; I don’t want your

offerings—I want you to know me. This is why learning to love God and be loved by him

should be the greatest objective of your life. Nothing else comes close in importance.

Jesus called it the greatest commandment. He said, “Love the Lord your God with all

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest

commandment.”

2. God smiles when we trust him completely. Trusting God completely means having

faith knowing he knows what’s best for your life. You expect him to keep his promises,

help you with problems and do the impossible when necessary. The Bible says, “He

takes pleasure in those that honor Him; in those who trust His constant love.” Trusting is

an act of worship. Just as parents are pleased when children trust their love and

wisdom, your faith makes God happy. The Bible says, “Without faith it is impossible to

please God.”

3. God smiles when we obey him wholeheartedly. If God asked you to build a giant

boat like Noah, don’t you think you might have a few questions or objections? Noah



didn’t! He obeyed God wholeheartedly. That means doing whatever God asks without

reservation or hesitation. You don’t procrastinate and say, “I’ll pray about it.” You do it

without delay. Every parent knows that delayed obedience is really disobedience. God

doesn’t owe you an explanation or reason for everything he asks you to do.

Understanding can wait, but obedience can’t. Instant obedience will teach you more

about God than a lifetime of Bible discussions. In fact, you will never understand some

commands until you obey them first. Obedience unlocks understanding.

4. God smiles when we praise and thank him continually. Few things feel better

than receiving heartfelt praise and appreciation from someone else. God loves it too. He

smiles when we express our adoration and gratitude to him. An amazing thing happens

when we offer praise and thanksgiving to God. When we give God enjoyment, our own

hearts are filled with joy. Worship works both ways too. We enjoy what God has done

for us, and when we express that enjoyment to God, it brings him joy---but it also

increases our joy. The book of Psalms says, “The righteous are glad and rejoice in his

presence; they are happy and shout for joy.”

5. God smiles when we use our abilities. You may feel that the only time God is

pleased with you is when you’re doing “spiritual” activities ---like reading the Bible,

attending church, praying or sharing your faith. And you may think God is unconcerned

about the other parts of your life. Actually, God enjoys watching every detail of your life,

whether you are working, playing, resting, or eating. He doesn’t miss a single move you

make. The Bible says, “The steps of the godly are directed by the Lord. He delights in

every detail of their lives.” Every human activity, except sin, can be done for God’s

pleasure if you do it with an attitude of praise.

You can wash dishes, repair a machine, sell a product, write a computer program, grow

a crop and raise a family for the glory of God. Like a proud parent, God especially

enjoys watching you use talents and abilities he has given you. God intentionally gifted

us differently for his enjoyment. He has made some athletic, some analytical, some as

mechanics or musically inclined. All of these abilities can bring a smile to God’s face.

You don’t bring glory or pleasure to God by hiding your abilities or by trying to be

someone else. You only bring enjoyment to him by just being you!


