
The Atheist Christian

A recent Gallup poll reported that 94 percent of Americans claim to believe

in God or a universal spirit. However, a quick glance at Scripture and our

culture makes it plainly obvious that nowhere near 94 percent actually

know God. I mean, really know him—intimately. Belief isn’t the same as

personal knowledge. For many people, the very idea that you could know

God on a relational level seems unlikely, unrealistic and unattainable.

Part of the confusion stems from failure to recognize the different levels of

intimacy when it comes to knowing God. Some of us know God by

reputation, as when we hear about a certain girl or guy from a close friend.

We may know a bit about God—perhaps we’ve been to church a few times,

we’ve heard some Bible stories, or we have a favorite Bible verse on a

refrigerator magnet. But it’s only secondhand.

Some of us know God in our memories. We’ve truly experienced his

goodness, grace and love in the past. We feel we knew him years ago, but

can’t say that we know him now. But, some of us know God intimately, right

here, right now. This is the kind of loving knowledge that God promises

when we seek him.

When we are thirsty for God, God will satisfy that longing. And as we

continue to seek God, we’ll grow to know him more and more intimately.

When we hear God’s voice we’ll recognize it instantly. We’ll talk to God all

the time and miss him when circumstances distract us from his presence.

We’ll build a history together, storing up story after story of shared

experiences. We’ll love God---We’ll trust God—We’ll know God.

Maybe you’re thinking: I believe in God, isn’t that enough? I mean, a lot of

people don’t believe in God, but I do. Isn’t that what he wants from me?

Those are fair questions. But believing in God isn’t all he wants from us.

The book of James says that even the demons believe in God, and yet they

tremble because they know that they’re relationally separated from him.



Obviously there is more to the whole being Christian idea, than just

believing in God.

Growing up, many families were what I would call “cultural Christians.”

They would go to church on Christmas and Easter. They would help one of

their neighbors. They would donate canned goods to food drives. They

pray at thanksgiving meals, but, basically, that would be the extent of their

actions. Even though they believe in God, that would be the extent. They

really did not know him.

And because we do not know God like we know our best friends or our

spouses, we all live according to our own rules. Our very actions reveal our

lack of intimate knowledge of God. According to 1 John 2:3-4, “We know

that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. The man who

says, I know him; but does not do what he commands is a liar and the truth

is not in him.” A little harsh? I prefer to think of it as being very straight

forward and honest. Truthfully spoken by someone who truly cares and

wants what’s best for us.

We need to keep in mind that God’s commands are loving. What God asks

his children to do---like pursue justice, love, mercy, live humbly—is what we

want to do anyway, at least in our best moments. We are created to be

living examples of God’s love to a hurting world. God cares about how we

live. And a relationship with God naturally will flow out in daily attitudes and

actions.

So if you look good, you are good right? Well, maybe not. Knowing God

can lead to a positive life style, but the reverse isn’t true. Our outward

actions alone don’t prove that we enjoy an inward relationship with God.

Just because we do good doesn’t mean we know the One who is good. We

need to make an effort to get to know God.

God is interested not only in our actions, but, also in our hearts—in

particular, our attitude toward him. Do our good works overflow from

knowing him? Or do we live as though God is simply watching and

checking our accomplishments off some heavenly to do list? Did you get a

star for going to church? Being Nice? Giving money to charity?



Some of us try to earn God’s acceptance without truly knowing his heart.

And after life is over, Jesus will say to such individuals, “You wanted no

part of a relationship with me. Go away.” Countless well-intentioned people

believe in God but, don’t know him personally. Many of us look the part. Or

we think we’re Christians because, you know, it’s not like we’re Buddhists.

We believe in God, but our lives don’t reflect who he really is.

It’s time to be honest with yourself and with God: Do you know him? If so,

how well? If you’ve acknowledged honestly that you don’t know God, it’s

time to know him. Let God consume you. Knowing God makes every

moment count.

Has God transformed you? Are you different because of him? God loves

you and earnestly wants to reveal himself to you. Sadly, our sin separates

us from a holy God. In his mercy and grace, God, sent his Son Jesus to

become the perfect sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins. Jesus, the

sinless Son of God, became sin for us on the cross. He is the lamb of God,

who died in our place.

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

Everyone….this includes you and me. If you don’ know him you can. If you

used to be close, you can get close again. Getting to know God is not

difficult and it isn’t about a bunch of rules. Yes, God wants your obedience,

but he wants your heart even more. He says over and over again, that if

you seek him, you will find him.

As you get to know him, you will change. A vibrant and intimate relationship

with God will empower you to heal from the hurt from your past, forgive

what seems unforgivable, and change what seems unchangeable about

yourself.

Walking with God will break the power of materialism in your life and lead

you to a radically generous life. Instead of living for yourself and for the

moment, you’ll live for Christ and for eternity. Instead of living in in torment

from worry and fear, you’ll learn to experience peace, grace and trust. Get

to know God and when you do, you’ll never be the same!


