
Shaped For Serving God

Your Hands shaped me and made me. You were shaped to serve God. God formed

every creature on this planet with a special area of expertise. Some animals run, some

hop, some swim, some burrow and some fly. Each has a particular role to play, based

on the way they were shaped by God. The same is true with humans. Each of us was

uniquely designed, or shaped to do certain things.

Before architects design any new building they first ask, “What will be its purpose? How

will it be used?” The intended function always determines the form of the building.

Before God created you, he decided what role he wanted you to play on earth. He

planned exactly how he wanted you to play on earth. He planned exactly how he

wanted you to serve him and then he shaped you for those tasks. You are the way you

are because you were made for a specific ministry.

The Bible says, “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.”

You are God’s handcrafted work of art. You are not an assembly-line product, mass

produced without thought. You are a custom-designed, one-of-a-kind, original

masterpiece. God deliberately shaped and formed you to serve him in a way that makes

your ministry unique. He carefully mixed the DNA cocktail that created you. Not only did

God shape you before your birth, he planned every day of your life to support his

shaping process. “Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was

laid out before a single day had passed.” This means that nothing that happens in your

life is insignificant. God uses all of it to mold you for your ministry to others and shape

you for your service to him. God never wastes anything. He would not give you abilities,

interests, talents, gifts, personality and life experiences unless he intended to use them

for his glory. By identifying and understanding these factors you can discover God’s will

for your life.

The Bible says you are “wonderfully complex.” You are a combination of many different

factors. There are five of these factors ad they are: (Known as: S.H.A.P.E.):

 Spiritual Gifts

 Heart

 Abilities

 Personality

 Experience



1. Spiritual Gifts: God gives every believer spiritual gifts to be used in ministry. These

are special God-empowered abilities for serving him that are given only to believers.

The Bible says, “Whoever does not have the spirit cannot receive the gifts that come

from God’s Spirit.”

2. Heart: The Bible uses the term heart to describe the bundle of desires, hopes,

interests, ambitions, dreams and affections you have. Your heart represents the source

of all your motivations—what you love to do and what you care about most. Even today

we still use the word in this way when we say, “I love you with all my heart.” Your heart

reveals the real you---what you truly are, not what others think you are or what

circumstances force you to be. Your heart determines why you say the things you do,

why you feel the way you do and why you act the way you do.

3. Applying Your Abilities: Your abilities are the natural talents you were born with.

Some people have a natural ability with words, they came out of the womb talking!

Other people have natural athletic abilities, excelling in physical coordination. Still others

are good at math or music or mechanics. But remember, all of our abilities come from

God. Since your natural abilities are from God, they are just as important and as

“spiritual” as your spiritual gifts. The only difference is that you were given them at birth.

One of the most common excuses people give for not serving is, “I just don’t have any

abilities to offer.” You have dozens, probably hundreds of untapped, unrecognized and

unused abilities that are lying dormant inside of you.

4. Personality: We don’t realize how truly unique each of us is. DNA molecules can

unite in an infinite number of ways. The number is 10 to the 2 trillion, 400 millionth

power. That number is the likelihood that you would ever find somebody just like you. If

you were to write out that number with each zero being one inch wide, you would need

a strip of paper 37,000 miles long. When God made you, he broke the mold. There

never has been and never will be, anybody exactly like you. It is obvious that God loves

variety---just look around!

5. Employing Your Experiences: You have been shaped by your experiences in life,

most of which were beyond your control. God allowed them for his purpose of molding

you. In determining your shape for serving God. These categories include: Family

experiences, Educational experiences, Vocational experiences, Spiritual

experiences, Ministry experiences and painful experiences. It is the last section---

Painful Experiences—that God uses the most to prepare you for ministry. God never

wastes a hurt! In fact, your greatest ministry will most likely come out of your greatest

hurt.



As we have discussed these five ways God has shaped you for service, I do hope you

have a deeper appreciation for God’s creation and a clearer idea of how he has

prepared you for the purpose of serving him.

You will be most effective when you use your spiritual gifts and abilities in the area of

your heart’s desire and in a way that best expresses your personality and experiences.

The better fit the more successful you will be.

Remember, NOBODY ELSE CAN BE ME!


