
Let’s Get Real!

Prayer

Gracious Father, thank You for a truth that startles me, prods me, and disturbs me. Thank You, Lord, for

Your word of reality that speaks to me in the midst of my complacency and illusion. How easily I would

drift on in futile ignorance, never raising a finger against the deterioration of life and the destruction of

body and soul, were it not for this word of challenge that calls me back and makes me see life as it really

is. Lord, teach me to bow in humility before Your Word and to say to the Holy Spirit, "O great Teacher of

God, open these Scriptures and make them real to me today." In Christ's name, amen.

I am deeply convinced that we can only understand life when we see it as the Bible sees it. That is why

the Word of God was given to open our eyes to God's perspective on life and reality. The world we see

all around us the world of entertainment and nightly news and instant information on the Internet, and

political infighting and social upheaval that is a world of illusion. Though we usually call it "the real

world," it is a facade that is destined to fade away. What God calls reality is something that exists

beyond the flimsy walls of this world, and it is far more real and lasting than our so-called "real world."

Our eyes and minds are constantly deceived by the distorted perspectives, twisted beliefs, false values,

and temporary programs of this dying world.

But when we come to the Bible, we learn the truth. Here reality is laid before us, and we see the world

as it really is. When we get down to the bare essentials of life and strip off all the confusing illusion, we

find that life is exactly what the Bible records it to be.

We may not want to hear what the Bible has to say to us. We may think the Bible's diagnosis of our

condition is too harsh, or its prescription for our healing is too difficult but if we reject its truth, we only

succeed in deceiving ourselves. We would prefer to "cherry-pick" God's truth to highlight the verses we

like and edit out the verses that expose our sins and failures. But it is not up to us to pass judgment on

God's Word. Rather, we must submit ourselves to the judgment of God's Word, because it is inspired by

God Himself. We do not have the authority to "correct" His words; rather, those words are the authority

that correct our lives.

So let's stop this silly business of sitting in judgment upon the insights of the Lord Jesus Christ. In this

world, we are continually confronted with the choice of whether to accept the flimsy, fallible" authority"

of mere human beings or the certain, unfailing, clear Word of the Lord Jesus Christ. But as Christians, as

people who bear the name of Christ, we must continually reduce every argument to this simple

consideration: "Am I to accept this person's word or the Word of Christ? If this person's word agrees

with what the Lord says, then fine, it is truth. But if this person's word does not agree with God's Word,

then I must reject it, because there is no authority greater than that of God."



And who is this enemy who is trying to destroy us?

Behind the confusion and fog of the battle is a crafty, powerful, and devastatingly real spiritual being

whom our Lord Jesus has called "the ruler of this world," the devil. Despite the current surge of interest

in the occult, New Age beliefs, and satanism, there is still a shocking ignorance on the part of Christians

everywhere as to how to deal with the devil and his schemes.

It is time we who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ accept the fact that life is warfare, and that we are

engaged in a life-and-death struggle. The forces we face are not flesh and-blood enemies, nor are they

human agencies. But they are as real as any enemy who ever wielded a sword, a gun, or a flame-

thrower. Our enemy is legion a deadly pantheon of spiritual hosts of wickedness. Though invisible,

forces are utterly dedicated to our destruction.

These forces operate under the authority of the one who is the father of lies, the prince of darkness, the

devil himself. Only by recognizing him as real, as the Scriptures clearly declare, can we begin to

understand the reality around us. Only then can we truly live life as it really is. Only then can we

comprehend the vital necessity of putting on the whole armor of God which, far from being merely a

figure of speech, is in fact Christ Himself.

In our own strength we are utterly helpless to face such a powerful enemy as the devil. In fact, true

victory in spiritual warfare demands that we acknowledge our helplessness and weakness. God has

given us three specific steps that enable us to be conquerors:

First, we are to lay hold of the complete protection of Christ, what the Bible calls the full armor of God.

Second, once fully armed, we are to pray. Effective prayer is the result of actively putting on the armor

of God.

Third and finally, in the face of Satan's attacks, we are to stand firm in our faith with the certain

knowledge that the battle is the Lord's. Our faith in His victory a victory that is already accomplished on

the cross is what overcomes the world.



Life is struggle

In Ephesians 6, the apostle Paul sets forth his analysis of life, especially as it relates to the Christian life.

And in Paul's analysis, life is struggle, life is conflict, life is warfare. Under the inspiration of God, Paul

writes:

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take

your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of

evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, -

you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. (Ephesians 6:10-

13)

We tend to think of the trials, pressures, and problems of life as an annoying and unfair intrusion into

our rightful, neat, and orderly existence. But Paul says that those afflictions and problems are not

intrusions into our lives they are life itself! They are the stuff of which life is made conflict, struggle, and

difficult choices.

Now, there's nothing wrong with dreaming dreams and making plans for the future. There is nothing

wrong with enjoying life. In fact, our romantic and idealized dreams of "the good life" are a kind of racial

memory, the vestigial remains of what was once God's intention for men and women. In God's good

order and time, the golden age we all long for will become a reality but it will take place in the life to

come, not in the life of the here and now.

The apostle Paul tells us that life is a struggle, a life and-death conflict between two opposing forces. If

we try to ignore the conflict, if we do not firmly choose the right side and take up our armor and our

weapons for the battle, we will inevitably find ourselves jarred and shaken by spiritual reality.

We all know what it's like to have to shed our illusions and face the truth.

God's truth is like that lighthouse and we are like that battleship. In our human arrogance, we chart our

own course and demand that the world adjust itself to our wishes. But God's truth is unchanging,

unbending, unyielding. It is not God's duty to alter His truth. It is our responsibility to chart our course

according to the light of His Word, which is ultimate, objective reality. If we fail to do so, we risk running

our lives aground.



The nature of our struggle

Paul then goes on to analyze and define for us the nature of the struggle and this is a crucial point to

understand. He tells us that our conflict is not against flesh and blood. That is, spiritual warfare is not

about the struggle of man against man. It is not a political struggle, a social struggle, an economic

struggle, or even a religious theological-doctrinal struggle. It is not a struggle between human beings. It

is a struggle within human beings.

Let me ask you a question: What is the one thing that gives you the most difficulty in life? For most of

us, the answer to that question, in one form or another, comes down to one thing: People. You may

struggle intensely with a family member, your spouse or child or a parent. Or you may have personality

conflicts and struggles in your office, or in your church, or in your neighborhood.

From Genesis to Revelation

While modern sociology, psychology, and political science stand baffled and frustrated in the face of the

world's evil and darkness, the apostle Paul gives us the insight and illumination of God's Word: The

world, he says, is in the grip of what he calls "rulers. . . authorities. . . powers."

These rulers and powers of this dark world are headed by the devil, whom Scripture says is a fallen angel

of malevolent power and cunning intelligence. It is the devil against whom Christians are called to

wrestle daily. Now, that is not just the claim of one isolated passage of the Bible. That is the teaching of

the Bible from beginning to end, from Genesis to Revelation, and especially in both Genesis and

Revelation.

The Lord Jesus Himself put His finger on the whole problem when He said to certain men of His day,

"You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer

from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his

native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies" (John 8:44). In that stark and startling analysis, the

Lord stripped the devil of his disguises and revealed his true character a liar and a murderer. The devil's

work is to deceive and to destroy. There you have the explanation for all the misery, hatred, murder,

war, and other evils that have taken place in human history.

The devil has the ear of humankind. Scripture calls him "the god of this world." The world listens to him

and to everything he says, but the devil does not tell the world the truth. The devil is a master of

psychology, and he understands that people would much rather believe a pleasant, attractive lie than

the unvarnished truth. That is why so many people rush to their destruction, ignoring all the evidence-



around them. They drool with desire after the attractive lies of the devil while rejecting the clear, life-

giving truth of God.

Too late, people who chase the devil's lies discover that at the end of the lie is destruction and death

either a living death of shame, regret, self-hate, frustration, meaninglessness, and emptiness, or a literal

physical death and a literal spiritual death in eternity. Whom the devil cannot deceive, he tries to

destroy, and whom he cannot destroy, he attempts to deceive. That is the working of the devil.

But the apostle Paul says that our struggle is not against flesh and blood. The battle is not against

people, but against unseen spiritual powers. In fact, the entire human race is under a vicious assault by

certain principalities and powers, world rulers of darkness, wicked spirits in high places.

"That is your problem," Paul says, in effect. "That is the nature of the enemy we face powerful invisible

rulers of darkness, highly placed agents of spiritual wickedness!" And it is not just Christians who are

opposed by these forces. Every man, every woman, every child, everywhere is a target of the enemy.

The devil has each one of us in his crosshairs. The whole race is opposed by the principalities and

powers, the world rulers of this present darkness. That is Paul's explanation of the struggle of life.

Yet, even though the devil has declared war on the entire human race, it is only Christians who are

capable of believing and perceiving the true nature of this conflict. The world does not understand

spiritual truth, so it either distorts the true nature of our battle to the point of ridiculousness or it rejects

spiritual reality as a "myth," intellectually unacceptable and inadmissible to any intelligent mind.

Occultism and superstition have distorted the great revelation of spiritual warfare the dark powers,

rulers, authorities, and spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms and have reduced them to a

ridiculous pantheon of comic-book goblins, witches, spooks, and ghouls.

I am well aware of the disdain that many people in our society today exhibit toward any serious

discussion of the devil and evil spiritual forces. They say, "Are you going to insult our intelligence by

talking about a personal devil?

We have to ask ourselves, if there is no devil, then how do we explain all the evil in the world? When we

look at the many attempts down through history to destroy God's chosen nation, Israel, including the

Holocaust just a short half-century ago, how can we say there is no devil? How can we say that a

personal, intentional force for evil is not deliberately trying to destroy God's plan for the world? And

when we look at the persecution of the Christian church around the globe, God chosen agency for

demonstrating His character and His love in a dark world, how can we say there is no devil?



The devil is real, he is active, he is working day and night, trying to subvert and undo and defeat God's

plan in human history. The devil is our enemy. And this is war.

The desperate disease

Once we see reality as God sees it, through the lens of His Word, the Bible, we see that we must accept

as fact the proposition of Paul in Ephesians 6: Behind the problems of the world, behind the evil that

manifests itself in mankind, there is a hierarchy of evil spirits the devil and his angels. The world says to

the Christian, "Why talk about myths from the Bible about devils and angels?

It is not enough to treat the symptoms we must attack the disease itself. That is what Paul so vividly and

accurately sets before us in Ephesians 6.

This crippling disease has reached such a deadly, critical stage that even worldlings, non-Christians, are

recognizing the inadequacy of their diagnosis.

What element is lacking so that with all our skill and all our knowledge we still find ourselves in the dark

valley of discord and enmity? What is it that inhibits us from going forward together to enjoy the fruits

of human endeavor and to reap the harvest of human experience? Why is it that, for all our professed

ideals, our hopes, and our skills, peace on earth is still a distant objective seen only dimly through the

storms and turmoils of our present difficulties?

As the world's great leaders grapple with the dilemma of modern life, all they can say is, "What is

wrong? What is the unknown element behind this? We cannot understand or explain this! Something is

missing from our understanding of human nature and human behavior. What is it?"

The answer: There is a spiritual war going on behind the scenes of history, and that spiritual war in the

unseen world is driving events in our own visible world. There is no peace in the material world because

there is a war now raging in the spiritual world.

There is nothing more meaningful, more relevant, more real that we could be involved in than the

cause of God in this vast spiritual war. The biblical teaching of spiritual warfare shines a spotlight of

truth on the basic problem of human existence and human history.


