
A JOYOUS BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

(Luke 2:8-20)

A Birth Announcement brings excitement and Joy. The Shepherds saw the

light, ran to see prophesy fulfilled, and then shared the news with a dark

and lonely world. We are to let our light shine forth and share the Joy of

Christmas, Jesus, to everyone around us.

1. Luke records Jesus’ birth announcement to the shepherds in the fields.

These were possibly the very same shepherds that raised the sacrificial

lambs for the temple. The lambs of these shepherds were used in the

temple as sacrifices which were performed for the forgiveness of sins.

2. The Angels announced that the Savior was born and invited the

shepherds to go and see the Lamb of God. This lamb of God that would

take away the sins of the world.

3. It was the Greatest event in all of history, and it had just happened.

Prophesy was fulfilled. This long awaited Messiah was born!

4. Remember what the angel had said to Joseph in Matt 1:21, “She (Mary)

will bring forth a son, you shall call his name Jesus, he will save his people

from their sins.”

5. For centuries, the Jewish nation had waited for this event. When it

happened, it was announced to some humble shepherds.

6. The Good news about Jesus is that he comes to all of us, including the

plain and ordinary. He comes to anyone with a heart humble enough to

accept him. Whoever you are…whatever you do…you too can have Jesus

in your life. He accepts you just as you are, you don’t have to live up to any

expectation to ‘acquire’ Jesus. He wants us to humbly come to him and

present ourselves, as we are.



Birth Announcements

A friend of mine called me the other day, to announce the birth of their son.

He was thrilled to share this news with me, and of course, I got all the

details…Gender, Name, Weight, Length, Eyes, Hair or not…You see, I

knew I would have to share it with my wife, so I asked everything.

What a Birth Announcement!

1. At first, the shepherds were terrified. 9 - The sky was aglow in the

light and glory of the Lord. But then their fears were turned to joy as the

Angels made their announcement about the Messiahs birth.

a. It was a BRIGHT LIGHT

b. Salvation was made known

C. Psalm 98:2 The LORD has made known His salvation

D. Psalm 98:3 …all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our

God

2. Then, receiving the news, we must understand what they did next.

a. They ran to see the baby.

b. The word says in Vs. 16, they came with haste. I’m telling you, they

RAN!

3. After seeing the Messiah, what did they do next?

a. They spread the word

b. Vs. 17, when they had seen Him, they made widely known what…they

saw.

c. They wanted everyone to know what had happened.

d. They wanted everyone to know that the Messiah was born. Prophesy

was fulfilled. The Christ had come!



4. Jesus is your Messiah, your Savior

a. Do you look forward to meeting him, as the shepherds did?

b. Do you run to him each day? In Prayer?

c. Do you run to him each day? By getting into His word?

d. Do you have a relationship with Jesus, that is so special, that you can’t

help but to share your joy with your friend, family and neighbors?

During this time of the year, when the holidays come upon us, there are

those who experience joy, and there are those that experience sadness

and sorrows, even depression.

I know we all have stormy times in our lives, but we all need to remember,

that there is light beyond the storm. There is hope beyond whatever it is we

are facing. Jesus is that hope.

In this morning’s drive here, it came to me that there there are clouds that

cover over the sun every day, but we can know that the sun is still where it

is to be. We all need to let our friends, neighbors and family know about the

light of Jesus.

1. We need to point out that there is light in the darkness

2. We need to show those who are experiencing darkness, the light.

3. We are to tell them that God Love’s them and that there is joy in this

season.

4. The Light is sown inside us (Psalm 97:11 KJV).

5. This light needs to shine onto them. (Matthew 5:16) Let your light so

shine before all men.



This is a time to celebrate! So Cheer Up! Don’t be afraid. There IS good

news of GREAT JOY that will be for everyone. Jesus, the one who brings

salvation and restoration and life, is come. We have something to be happy

and joyous about, we have something to celebrate.

So let it SHINE.

Even the angels sang and praised God. Glory to God in the highest, and on

earth, there is peace to all men.

We can let it shine by giving up glorious praise in song and worship.

This morning at breakfast, my youngest son was once again singing a son.

I asked him what song he was singing, and he said it was a new song. It

was a song to the LORD.

The story of Jesus’ birth resonates with music. Christ’s birth has inspired

musicians and composers for the last 2000 years. The angels song, Gloria

is an all-time favorite, giving praise to our God and King.

Psalm 98 says that we are to sing to the LORD a new song. A song of

worship and praise.

Isaac Watts, while walking home from church one day in Southampton,

England, told his father that the psalms sung at their services lacked the

glory and luster they deserved. His father encouraged him to compose

something better. From that encouragement, 20 year old Isaac Watts, in

1694, began writing hymns for each of the psalms.

Taking the references of the coming Messiah, and putting them to song in

light of their New Testament fulfillment, Isaac’s songs and hymns

proclaimed Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior to the world. From Psalm 98,

Isaac wrote a hymn that has become a favorite of the Christmas season.

It calls us to acknowledge Jesus as the Christ and Savior and King. It calls

us to open our hearts to His rule of love and grace.



The Song he wrote from Psalm 98…

Joy to the World, the Lord is come, let earth receive her King. Let every

heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.


